




GATHER
PRELUDE Come Just As You Are by Joseph Sabolick

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING SONG God, We Gather as Your People



CALL TO WORSHIP
We gather to worship today as people of faith;
Imperfect people
who belong to love
Forgiven people
encircled in grace
Hurting people
who still have hope
Impatient people
who thirst for justice

We are shaped in the way of courage, kindness, solidarity, action and the bold proclamation of the
gospel’s liberating and reconciling promises.
We are faces of faith.

Today, we look to the faith of Queen Vashti. In the book of Esther, Queen Vashti appears only briefly.
The first wife of King Ahasuerus, she refuses her husband’s summons to parade before his friends at
a party and — after the king and his advisors hold an emergency consultation about her shocking
insubordination — is summarily banished. This paves the way for the story of Esther to unfold. Queen
Vashti’s faithful witness is one of strength, bravery and an inspiring confidence in her own worthiness.
We honor the faithful witness of Queen Vashti.

Today we look to the faith of Fannie Lou Hamer who rose from humble beginnings in the Mississippi
Delta to become one of the most important, passionate, and powerful voices of the civil and voting
rights movements and a leader in the efforts for greater economic opportunities for African
Americans. In 1964, she and Ruby D. Robinson led the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party in their
campaign to be seated at the Democratic National Convention, saying that they and thousands of
African-Americans like them were “sick and tired of being sick and tired.”

In the midst of the civil rights struggle Fannie Lou Hamer said: "We have to realize just how grave the
problem is in the United States today, and I think the sixth chapter of Ephesians, the eleventh and
twelfth verses help us to know what it is we are up against. It says, 'Put on the whole armor of God,
that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood
but against principalities, against powers, and against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against
spiritual wickedness in high places?'’ Hamer said, “This is what I think about when I think of my own
work in the fight for freedom."
We honor the faithful witness of Fannie Lou Hamer

We give thanks for faces of faith today. Those who stand firm in the belief that all people have worth.
Those who stand up against oppressive power and principalities. Those who pave the way for the
powerless and silenced to find true significance and belonging. Those who say no to outdated
structures that objectify, silence and control. Those who say yes to dignity, respect, and opportunity
for all.
We give thanks for faces of faith yesterday, today, and tomorrow. Amen.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.



SONG OF PRAISE I Was Glad

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, faithfully feeding and
protecting us. Heal each of us, and make us a whole people, that we may embody the justice
and peace of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



WORD
STORYTIME
Children of all ages are invited to come forward at this time. Additional activities are available in the Artist’s Corner in the
back of the sanctuary.

READING Esther 1:10-16, 2:1-4
On the seventh day, when the king was merry with wine, he commanded Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona,
Bigtha and Abagtha, Zethar and Carkas, the seven eunuchs who attended him, to bring Queen Vashti
before the king wearing the royal crown, in order to show the peoples and the officials her beauty, for
she was fair to behold. But Queen Vashti refused to come at the king’s command conveyed by the
eunuchs. At this the king was enraged, and his anger burned within him.

Then the king consulted the sages who knew the laws (for this was the king’s procedure toward all
who were versed in law and custom, and those next to him were Carshena, Shethar, Admatha,
Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan, the seven officials of Persia and Media who had access to
the king and sat first in the kingdom): “According to the law, what is to be done with Queen Vashti
because she has not performed the command of King Ahasuerus conveyed by the eunuchs?” Then
Memucan said in the presence of the king and the officials, “Queen Vashti has done wrong not only to
the king but also to all the officials and all the peoples who are in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus.

After these things, when the anger of King Ahasuerus had abated, he remembered Vashti and what
she had done and what had been decreed against her. Then the king’s servants who attended him said,
“Let beautiful young virgins be sought out for the king. And let the king appoint commissioners in all
the provinces of his kingdom to gather all the beautiful young virgins to the harem in the citadel of
Susa under custody of Hegai, the king’s eunuch, who is in charge of the women; let their cosmetic
treatments be given them. And let the young woman who pleases the king be queen instead of Vashti.”
This pleased the king, and he did so.

The Word of God, for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON I Faces of Faith: Queen Vashti Pastor Sara Spohr



SONG OF THE DAY It Is Well with My Soul
vs. 1,2,4

MEAL

OFFERING
Your gifts make a difference. Thank you for supporting our shared ministry and outreach. Scan the
QR code to take advantage of our Simply Giving mobile option. You’ll also find baskets in the rear of
the Sanctuary for offerings and prayer cards.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

WORDS OF INSTITUTION



LORD’S PRAYER
You are invited to pray the Lord’s Prayer using these printed words, or the words of your heart's choosing.
Our Father/Mother/Parent in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and
the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Everyone is invited to receive the gift of Holy Communion, offered every Sunday. An usher will direct you to the front. Let
them know if you’d like to be served from where you’re seated. Children are welcome to commune or come forward for a
blessing. The bread is gluten-free and made with eggs, olive oil, honey, molasses, Bob’s Red Mill gluten-free Wonderful
bread mix, Bob’s Red Mill gluten-free baking soda, and water. Both wine and grape juice are available. Communion is
served by intinction: receive the bread in your hand and then dip it in wine or juice. Pre-packaged individual cups are also
available (gluten-free wafer and juice).

COMMUNION SONGS Come and Join the Feast
by Dennis Wallisch

send
BLESSING based on Hebrews 12:1-2
Since we stand surrounded by all those who have gone before,
an enormous cloud of witnesses, let us drop every extra weight, everything that clings to us and
slackens our pace, and let us run with endurance the race set before us.
We may feel alone, but we aren’t. We are surrounded by generations of faithful witnesses.
They have run the race of faith and finished well. It is now our turn.

This week, keep your eyes to Jesus, who designed and perfected your faith.
Amen.



SENDING SONG This Little Light

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Lead with love.
Thanks be to God.








